
 

 

 
Origin text : French 
 
CBC-01/09/06/02  
      Paris   may   27,  2002 
 
      To:  His Excellency Mr. Secretary General 
             The United Nations Organization 
 
             United Nations Plaza 
 
       NEW YORK   N Y 10017,   USA 
 
 
Subject:    Cancellation Request of Treaties and Agreements between the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam (SRV) and the People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) signed since 1979, in violation of 
Cambodia's independence and territorial integrity. 
 
 
  Mr. Secretary General, 
 
 

1 - The Cambodia's Borders Committee is a Paris-Based organization that is not affiliated to 
any political party, since its creation in 1999. Their representatives and members were Cabinet 
ministers, elected parliamentarians, career diplomats, senior public service officials of Cambodia, 
university alumni, historians, jurists, economists, technicians, civil workers, students, all Cambodian 
citizens or of native Cambodian actually residing in France and other European countries, in Canada, 
in the United States of America, in Australia, in New Zealand and in Cambodia itself. Its main goal is to 
defend Cambodia's territorial integrity, in conformity with the October 23, 1991 Paris Peace 
Agreements on Cambodia, the 1993 Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia, within the framework 
of the International Law. 
 

2 - In face of this increasingly confusing and alarming situation over the Cambodia's land and 
sea borders with Vietnam and Thailand, the Committee would be very grateful if Your Excellency 
could kindly take into consideration the following: 
 

3 -  Vietnamese authorities' violations over Cambodian territory occurred everyday: unilateral 
changes of borderlines inward Cambodia, with boundary-markers displacement, new channels 
digging, new roads building, new Vietnamese villages and cemeteries settlement, appropriation by 
force of Cambodian nationals' cultures and means of production, use of the armed units to chase 
Cambodian owners out of their ancestral properties, in contempt of unanimously acknowledged border 
tracings by Vietnam and Laos since 1954;  
 

4 - For their part, in concert with Vietnam,  Thai authorities effectively proceeded to a new 
territorial waters delimitation .Furthermore they have unilaterally displaced land boundary-markers 
iinward Cambodia, militarily occupied several hills and villages, to the detriment of Cambodia in 
flagrant violation of the March 13, 1907 France/Siam Treaty. 
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 5 - Indeed, since January 7, 1979, at the time when Vietnamese regular armed forces invaded 
and occupied Cambodia, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam pressured the Government of the People 
Republic of Kampuchea to sign several Treaties and Agreements . Those imposed documents which 
carried unequal status among Parties are a great disaster for Cambodia's primordial interests, namely: 
 
a) - the  Twenty Five Year February 18, 1979 Peace, Friendship and Cooperation Treaty that is 
exactly an Act of Vietnamese Protectorate over Cambodia, which "will be tacitly renewed for a period 
of ten years each time, if  one of both contracting parties fails to  notify the other by  writing  about its 
desire to abrogate it one year prior to its expiration date"; 
 
b) - the Agreement on the Zone of the " Historic Waters" of July 7, 1982; recognizing the annexation of 
numerous Cambodian islands and a third of the Cambodian territorial sea by the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam; 
 
c) - the Agreement on the  " Border Statute " and the  July 20, 1983 Treaty on the " Principle For the 
Borders Issues Resolution ", recognizing Vietnamese nationals'  free passage over Cambodian 
borders; 
 
d) - the December 27, 1985 Treaty on the " Borders Delimitation ". 
 
 
 6 - the dishonesty of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) is flagrant. Reinforced by its 
dominating position over Cambodia, through arrangements adopted within the "Historic Waters" 
Agreement signed on July 7, 1982, the SRV registered two unilateral declarations at the United 
Nations General Assembly, on November 12, 1982 and June 5, 1984, by which, the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam requested that all Countries respect the new Territorial Sea baselines and the new national 
air space Vietnam acquired in virtue of the aforesaid Agreement. These two texts have been 
distributed within the High International Body so that they be acknowledged." 
 

7- at that time, only the Republic of Singapore, as a third party country of the Region, reacted 
swiftly to Vietnam's declarations and false pretensions concerning the so-called Historic Waters and 
the Baselines Layout. By official note dated on December 5, 1986 , the Singapore Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations  stated   that the baselines claimed by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as well 
as the sovereignty in regard to its known air space adjacent to the "Historic Waters" in the Gulf of 
Thailand are not in conformity with the well- established rules of International Law, in particular, with 
the Geneva Convention on the April 29, 1958 Territorial Sea and the Adjoining Zone, and to the  1982  
United Nations Convention on the Sea Law in which Vietnam is also a signatory. 
 

8 -  At the same time, the Coalition Government presided by His Royal Highness  Samdech 
NORODOM Sihanouk had been incessantly and vigorously denouncing these Treaties and 
Agreements. On March on 12, 1986, stating that the Treaties, Conventions and Agreements signed 
between the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the People Republic of Kampuchea are null and void.  
At the same time, the International Community adopted every year by a crushing majority vote 
motions of censorship against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam by regularly summoning it to withdraw 
its troops from Cambodia. 
 

9 - Afterwards, notwithstanding the October 23, 1991 Paris Peace Accords on Cambodia, the 
Government headed by Mr. HUN SEN created the Khmer/ Vietnam Joint Commission on March 22, 
1999 to materialize in fact the borders delimitation works between Vietnam and the Kingdom of 
Cambodia on the basis of the Treaties and Agreements signed between the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam and the People's Republic of Kampuchea in 1979, 1982, 1983 and in 1985... 
 

10 - The Socialist Republic of Vietnam's position is obviously abusive and unacceptable, for 
having signed alone with Thailand the August 11, 1997 bilateral agreement , drawing its arguments on 
the basis of previous Agreement  dated July 7, 1982, to fix the respective maritime zones of these two 
countries, thus encroaching deliberately the fundamental right of Cambodia as a third country partially 
included at least in the maritime space in cause. 
 

11 - Conscious of the imminent danger that faces Cambodia, with regards to its territorial 
integrity, the Cambodia's Borders Committee in France repeatedly asked Mr. HUN SEN, the Chief of 
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the Cambodian Government, to unilaterally terminate all signed Agreements and Treaties between the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the People's Republic of Kampuchea since 1979, in reminding him 
the terms of the October 23, 1991 Paris Peace Accords on Cambodia and the 1993 Kingdom of 
Cambodia Constitution, while denouncing the Agreement briskly concluded on August 11 1997 
between Thailand and Vietnam to the detriment of Cambodia. 
 

12 - Indeed, in regard to the Paris Peace Agreements on Cambodia of October 23, 1991: 
 
-    its first article stipulates that:   "Cambodia hereby solemnly undertakes by the present Agreement 
to maintain, preserve and defend its sovereignty, independence, integrity and  territorial 
inviolability....To this end, Cambodia undertakes to terminate Treaties and Agreements that are 
incompatible with its sovereignty, independence, integrity and territorial inviolability, neutrality and 
national unity." 
 
-  and the article 2, it is specified that :   " The others parties to this Agreement hereby solemnly 
undertake by this Agreement to recognize and respect in every way the sovereignty,  independence, 
territorial integrity and inviolability, neutrality and national unity of Cambodia;"  
 

13 - As for the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia of September 21, 1993: 
 
-    its article 2 set out without any ambiguity:   The territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Cambodia is 
absolutely inviolable in its borders delimited in the map  scale 1/100.000 made between the years 
1933-1953 and internationally recognized between the years 1953-1969;"    
 
- while its article 5 stresses imperatively that:   All treaty and agreement that are not compatible with 
the independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, neutrality and  national unity of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia will be abrogated." 
 

14 - To His Majesty  King NORODOM SIHANOUK's message concerning the destiny reserved 
for the above-denounced Treaties and Agreements with the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, in 
reference to International Agreements and to the Kingdom Constitution in force, Mr. HUN SEN 
responded in an evasive way that:   " the Paris Peace Agreements on Cambodia of 1991 put an end to 
the Treaties and Agreements that are incompatible with its sovereignty, independence, its integrity and 
territorial inviolability, its neutrality and national unity and I understand that this point has a sufficient 
significance, as regards to law, to be applied to all treaties and agreements contrary to the terms of 
the aforesaid Paris agreements. However, while taking into account the good relations and the 
excellent cooperation between actual high representatives of the Government and the Parliament of 
Cambodia and Vietnam, I think that it is not appropriate for the Royal Government to declare today, 
officially and overtly the uselessness of these treaties and agreements with Vietnam, in order to allow 
the Khmer Vietnam Joint Commission to pursue its arduous negotiations until it obtains final good 
results. " 
 

15 - Mr. HUN SEN, who is at the same time responsible as Chief of the present Royal 
Government and one of the signatories of those treaties, is powerless when confronting such a 
dominating  position that the Vietnamese Authorities have constantly exerted  on him for more than 
two decades. He could not do more than to voice on May 27, 1998 his protest without particular 
insistence; against the existence of the August 11, 1997 bilateral Agreement between Thailand and 
Vietnam in which Cambodia was deliberately excluded. 
 

16 - As for the position of our Very Respected Monarch, it is very clear:  His Majesty King 
NORODOM SIHANOUK reaffirmed "His Will not to sign any Treaties and Agreements that cause the 
loss of Cambodian land."   

In the same way, He Solemnly Declared on November 9, 2001 in Phnom Penh, during the 
Cambodia Independence Day Commemorative Ceremony that: "We have no intention to take 
anybody's land, so we ask our neighbors to respect our territory". That royal historic warning fits in the 
Cambodian People's national conscience. 
 

17 - Conscious of the irrevocable loss that Cambodia undergoes in regard to its territorial 
integrity, - and hence, its independence and its sovereignty will irreparably suffer, - the France-based 
Cambodia's Borders Committee, including Cambodians living in Europe, the United States, Canada, 
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Australia, New Zealand, the Cambodian Student Movements and the native Khmer inhabitants in 
Cambodia,  strongly denounce the unlawfullness of those dangerous Agreements and Treaties 
concluded during the invasion and the domination of our country in all fields by the regular Vietnamese 
occupation forces. 
 

18 - These constitute in fact  real acts of protectorate, territorial annexation, followed by 
endless people infiltration and coverted colonization of Cambodia, acts imposed by Vietnam, that will 
inevitably bear consequences in a very near future,- if nothing is done to oppose them-, on the 
existence and international statute of the Kingdom of Cambodia, as well as on the stability and peace 
in the Region. 
 

19 - In consideration of all the above, we insistently demand that the above Agreements and 
Treaties between Vietnam and Cambodia be officially denounced and proclaimed as null in conformity 
with the October 23, 1991 Paris Peace Accords on Cambodia, and with all Agreements and 
International Conventions in force. 
 

20 -We implore in the meantime the neighboring countries of Cambodia, all signatories and 
parties of the Paris Peace Accords on Cambodia, to take necessary steps in order to honor their 
solemn engagements undertaken in the recognition and respect of  the sovereignty, independence, 
territorial integrity and inviolability, the neutrality and national unity of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
 

21 - In these circumstances so serious for our motherland, we humbly beg Your Excellency 
Mr. Secretary General to examine the possibility of helping the Cambodian People to get out of this fix 
by urgently achieving the implementation of the article 5 of the final text of the Paris Conference on 
Cambodia that stipulates that:  
 
 
" In event of violation or threat of violation of the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and 
inviolability, neutrality or national unity of Cambodia or of commitments herein, the parties to this 
Agreement undertake to consult immediately each other in order to adopt all appropriate steps to 
ensure respect for the aforesaid and to settle these cases of violation by peaceful means. Such steps 
may include among others, the reference of the matter to the Security Council of the United Nations or 
recourse to the means for the peaceful settlement of disputes mentioned in the article 33 of the 
Charter of the United-Nations."   
 

It is in these sentiments, 
With deep gratitude from the Cambodian People, 

 
Respectfully Yours. 

 
President of the Cambodia's Borders Committee 

in France and in the World 
 

 
SEAN Pengsè 

Former  Minister 
 
 
 
Copies to: 
 
- MESSRS the Cochairmen of the Paris Conference (France & Indonesia), 
 
- All Signatory Countries of the October 23, 1991 Paris Peace Accords on Cambodia 
 
- All institutions of Cambodia 
 


